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In response to the increased pressures faced by the phenomenal growth of many of Utah's communities, Governor Mike Leavitt issued an Executive Order creating the Utah Critical Lands Conservation Committee in May of 1996. 

The purpose of this Committee was to assist local governments in the preservation and conservation of open space by encouraging them to identify lands critical to agriculture, wildlife habitat, watershed management and recreation. 

During the 1998 legislative session, SB 51, The "LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Revolving Loan Fund" passed, and was signed by the Governor.  This legislation appropriated $100,000 dollars for a revolving loan fund that is available to local government entities and nonprofit organizations that are interested in preserving open lands.  To oversee the fund, the bill authorized the creation of a new Critical Land Conservation Committee.  Upon the creation of the new committee, the previous Critical Lands Conservation Committee was reorganized. 

The primary responsibility of the Committee is the administration of the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Revolving Loan Fund.  The Fund was established to assist local entities or non-profit organizations in their efforts to preserve open lands in Utah. 

· The Committee is also responsible for ensuring that all loan applicants adhere to the principals of: 

· Protecting private property rights; 

· Ensuring that land use decisions are made locally; 

· Avoiding a net loss of private land ownership in the state; and 

· Encouraging partnerships in the effort of preserving open land. 

· The Committee will coordinate and cooperate with the Governor's Office of Planning and Budget, the Department of Finance and any other agency involved with critical land conservation. 

· The Committee will serve as a central steering body, act as a permanent forum for discussion, give general advice and direction to state government, and provide advice and technical assistance to local governments in matters pertaining to critical land conservation.
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