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As the State of Utah continues to face  

Introduction

unprecedented population growth, planning becomes an 
increasingly important step in maintaining a high quality 
of life for those residing here. However, even the best 
planning is of little use without the policy to implement it. 
For this reason, the Governor’s Office of Planning and 

d h i di ib hBudget presents the Zoning Ordinance Library. The 
Zoning Ordinance Library is a collection of zoning 
ordinances from throughout the state, aimed at 
demonstrating examples of exemplary planning methods 
and policy.  It is hoped that this showcasing of zoning 
ordinances from around the state will help stimulate even ordinances from around the state will help stimulate even 
greater innovation as counties and municipalities are able 
to see what works in other areas of the State and then 
incorporate these ideas as they tailor zoning ordinances 
to their own unique situations. The toolkit is designed to 
aid professional planners and other city officials become p p y
more aware of what zoning ordinances are being used 
throughout the State of Utah. 

This publication is intended to introduce you to the 
Zoning Ordinance Library and to instruct first-time users 
on how to use the toolkit. In using the toolkit, keep in on how to use the toolkit. In using the toolkit, keep in 
mind that these ordinances are intended to be used as 
examples, to generate ideas as you tailor ordinances to 
your specific situation. Because counties and 
municipalities are constantly updating their ordinances, 
many of the ordinances listed in the toolkit may be out of 
date. The ordinances are provided for informational 
purposes only and should not be construed as the official 
county or municipal code. For more up-to-date
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Category,” and “Learn More.” If you already know what 
you’re looking for go directly to the “Alphabetical Listing 

How to use the toolkit

information on a specific ordinance, contact the county or 
municipality in question  you re looking for go directly to the Alphabetical Listing 

of Ordinance Sub-Categories” to see a list of available 
ordinance sub-categories. If you are unsure of what you 
are looking for, or are unable to find it alphabetically, try 
browsing by major zoning categories to narrow down the 
search.  The “Learn More” tab links to this publication.

municipality in question. 

The Main Page

The main page includes three options: “Alphabetical 
Listing of Ordinance Sub Categories ” “Browse by

p
Listing of Ordinance Sub-Categories,  Browse by
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How to use the toolkit

Alphabetical ListingAlphabetical Listing
The alphabetical listing allows the user 
to search for a specific subcategory by 
name. This is useful if you know 
exactly what you are looking for. y y g

Click on any letter to jump to 
that section of the alphabet. 
Click on “Return to Top of 
Page” or click the “Back” button 
on your browser to return to the 
top of the alphabet. To search 
for a specific word or phrase, the 
key combination “Ctrl F” will 
open a search box.
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open a search box.



How to use the toolkit

Browse by Category
Browsing by category allows the 
user to find a suitable ordinance 
by narrowing down from broad 
categories to narrower sub-
categories until the desired 
ordinance is found. This example 
shows the steps taken to arrive at 
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shows the steps taken to arrive at 
an ordinance dealing with visual 
quality.



Example Search Using Browse by Category

How to use the toolkit

Example Search Using Browse by Category

This example search will demonstrate the process one would follow if looking for a zoning ordinance on 
geological hazards. 

First, click on the general 
category that is most likely category that is most likely 
to contain the information 
you are looking for. In this 
case “Critical Lands.”
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Example Search

How to use the toolkit

p

After Clicking on the main category, you will be brought to a list of the subcategories. 

Now, click on the subcategory 
that best represents what you that best represents what you 
are searching for. In the case 
of geological hazards, the sub-
category “Natural Hazards 
and Environmental Quality” 

ld b   iwould be most appropriate.
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Example Search

How to use the toolkit

p

After Clicking on the main category, you will be brought to a list of the subcategories. 

In this instance a link is also 
provided to  a definition of provided to  a definition of 
some of the sub-categories.

More subcategories are 
available under “Natural 
H d  d E i t l Hazards and Environmental 
Quality.” Choosing the option 
“Earthquakes, Faults, 
Geologic Hazards” will lead to 
ordinances related to geologic g g
hazards.
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The Ordinances Page

How to use the toolkit

Once a final category is chosen in either the 
alphabetical listing or through a categorical 
search, a page with the list of available ordinance 
appears. Different sections of the ordinance page 

d ff

Serve understand what each column represents in 
order to effectively navigate the ordinance and 
find the desired information. The following pages 
explain each of the columns.

serve different purposes.  It is important to
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How to use the toolkit

Th  C /M i i li  C lThe County/Municipality Column

The “County/Municipality” column shows what 
county the ordinance is from. Apart from 
differentiating between ordinances, this also 
enables you to put the ordinance into a 
geographical context. Some counties and 
municipalities may be more similar to your own 
than others. Also, if information about the 
ordinance is desired, contacting the county in ordinance is desired, contacting the county in 
question may be the best course of action.
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How to use the toolkit

The Ordinance ColumnThe Ordinance Column

The ordinance column provides the name of the 
ordinance and links to a PDF of the ordinance.

The Chapter Column

This column shows the chapter where 
the ordinance originates. This provides 

The Number Column

the ordinance originates. This provides 
additional context to the ordinance 
title.

The number list differentiates between two 
ordinances with the same name from the same 
county or municipality. It also serves as a reference 
for finding the ordinance in the ordinance book of a 
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county or municipality if more information is 
desired.



Some of the links connect to more than just the ordinance of interest  This is done to ensure that the 

How to use the toolkit

Some of the links connect to more than just the ordinance of interest. This is done to ensure that the 
appropriate context of surrounding ordinances is given. When choosing the ordinance of interest, make 
note of the ordinance number, as you may need to do some searching within the ordinance to find the

statement of interest.

In this ordinance, open 
space is under section E9. 
It is necessary to scroll It is necessary to scroll 
down to E9 to find the 
statement of interest.
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Putting the Toolkit to Good Use

Conclusion

Putting the Toolkit to Good Use
The ordinances in this toolkit represent a wealth  of 
knowledge and hard work on the part of many planners, 
zoning administrators, planning commissioners, and 
citizen planners throughout the State.  While these 
ordinances may work well in the area they were originally ordinances may work well in the area they were originally 
written for, it is important to remember that each county 
and municipality in the state faces unique challenges.  
While building upon the ideas of others throughout the 
state, be sure to tailor your own ordinances to fit the 
unique situations and residents of your own jurisdiction. q y j
An ordinance is only as good as the effect it has in 
accomplishing the desired results for your community. 
For this reason, it is critical to refer to your general plan 
to make sure that each zoning ordinance is guided by the  
goals and vision of your individual community or county. 
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