
15-4 -18. PASSENGER TRAMWAYS AND SKI BASE FACILITIES. 

(A) CONDITIONAL USE. The location and Use of a Passenger Tramway, including a
ski tow or ski lift, is a Conditional Use.  The location of base and terminal facilities for
the Passenger Tramway is a Conditional Use in all zones where the Use may be
considered.

(B) CONDITIONAL USE REVIEW. Conditional Use permits under this section shall
be issued only after public hearing before the Planning Commission, and upon the
Planning Commission finding that all the following conditions can be met:

(1)  OWNERSHIP OF LIFTWAY.  The Applicant owns or controls the Liftway
necessary to construct and operate the Pasenger Tramway.  For the purpose of this
section, ownership or control is established if the Applicant can demonstrate that he had
title to the Property being crossed by the Liftway, or an easement over that Property, or
options to acquire the Property or an easement over that Property, or options to acquire
the Property or an easement over that Property, or options to acquire the Property or an
easement or a leasehold interest in the Property, or an option to acquire a leasehold, of at
least fifteen (15) years duration.  Ownership or control of portions of the Liftway, which
cross over Public Streets may be demonstrated by a written permit or license to cross the
Street, signed by the governmental entity, which has jurisdiction over the Street crossed.

Any combination of ownership and leasehold interests that gives the Applicant
possession and control over the entire course of the Liftway, and over the land necessary
for base and terminal facilities shall be sufficient to give the Applicant standing to apply
for the Conditional Use.

(2)  WIDTH.  The Liftway shall extend a distance of at least ten feet (10') outward from
the vertical plane established by the outermost surface of the Passenger Tramway, which
generally is the outside edge of the chair or passenger compartment, on each side of the
tramway's course excluding base and terminal Structures.  Width is computed in this
manner, rather than measuring from the center line of the Passenger Tramway or the cable
in order to provide a minimum clearance of ten feet (10') on each side of the Liftway
regardless of the configuration of the passenger-carrying elements.

(3)  BASE OR TERMINAL FACILITIES.  The Passenger Tramway must be
constructed without the installation of base or terminal facilities within the HR-1 or HRL
zones.  Mid-loading and unloading points are allowed in the HR-1 and HRL zones.

(4)  CROSSING OF PUBLIC ROADS.  The Applicant must show that all components
of the Passenger Tramway and any components of the Liftway, such as safety netting
provide a minimum clearance of eighteen feet (18') over major roads and fourteen feet
(14') over residential Streets.  In addition, the Applicant must show compliance or the
ability to comply with any safety or height restrictions, which might be imposed by any
governmental agency having jurisdiction over public roads crossed by the Liftway.

(5)  UTILITY CLEARANCE.  The Applicant must show all portoins of the Passenger
Tramway including any associated safety netting constructed with it provides a minimum
clearance of ten feet (10') over any wires or utility line which it crosses, and that the
Applicant has complied with or has the ability to comply with safety restrictions or
regulations imposed by utilities having possession or control over wires that tramway



crosses over.

(6)  PARKING AND TRAFFIC PLANS.  The Applicant must present a parking, traffic,
and transportation plan pertaining to the Passenger Tramway for review and approval by
the Planning Commission.  The plan must address at least the following considerations: 
auto, bus, and pedestrian traffic, which could be generated by the Passenger Tramway, the
impacts of this traffic on the adjoining landowners and the neighborhood in general,
parking demand created by the Passenger Tramway and how that parking would be
provided.

The traffic and parking plan may be included in the neighborhood impact analysis.  The
parking requirements and impacts of a Passenger Tramway will vary within the zones
depending upon the location and the ability of the Applicant to make use of existing
public and private parking facilities; therefore, no specific requirement has been set.  The
Applicant is expected to show workable means of dealing with the traffic generated by
the Passenger Tramway construction and operation, including such regulations as resident
parking permits, Off-Site traffic controls and facilities, or similar means for controlling
traffic and minimizing Off-Site impacts on adjoining Properties.

(7)  LIFTWAY SETBACK.  The minimum Setback between the outermost surface or
Structure of the Liftway and any existing dwelling shall be ten feet (10'), in addition to
the width of the Liftway itself.  This Setback may be waived with the written consent of
the owner of the affected dwelling, which consent shall be in a form suitable for
recording with the County Recorder.

(8)  STATE REGULATION.  Any Passenger Tramway constructed under a Conditional
Use permit is subject to safety regulation by the Passenger Tramway Safety Committee of
the State Department of Transportation.  The Applicant is expected to involve the State in
the planning process to the extent necessary to inform the Commission of State
requirements in order to avoid the imposition of inconsistent requirements by the State
and the Planning Commission.

(9)  PUBLIC PURPOSE SERVED.  The Planning Commission must find that the
construction and operation of the tramway serves the overall community interest by
accomplishing or furthering community goals such as reducing traffic congestion and
volume between the downtown Area and the base facilities of the ski resorts, encouraging
pedestrian traffic in the downtown neighborhood redevelopment Area, stablizing the
economic base of the Historic District, and mitigating the demand for parking in the
Historic District, and that adequate controls on noise, mechanical equipment, smoking
and safety aspects of the tramway have been provided to mitigate the effects of the
Passenger Tramway on adjoining Properties.

(C) STATUS OF LAND WITHIN LIFTWAY.  Owners of Lots or other land, which is
burdened by the easement for the Liftway, are entitled to count the land within the
Liftway for calculation of open space for improvement of that Property.  Normal Setback
and Side yard requirements apply from the Lot Line or Property boundary.

(D) STRUCTURES WITHIN LIFTWAY.   Structures may be constructed within the
Liftway, subject to the terms of the easement agreement between the Lot Owner and the
Owner of the Liftway.  The Owner of a Lot or other Property which is subject to the
Liftway easement may build within the confines of the easement, provided however that



all construction within the easement is a Conditional Use which requires review by the
City, and approval will not be granted for construction which is inconsistent with the
terms of the easement agreement.

(E) PRESERVATION OF HISTORIC STRUCTURES. It is the policy of the City to
protect and preserve Historic Structures within the City.  The Applicant for the Passenger
Tramway must provide a study which catalogues any Structures within the Liftway
easement and identifies their Historic value, and indicates whether the Structure will be
removed to accommodate the tram.  The Applicant must also show what alternatives have
been considered for the protection and preservation of those Structures, such as making
improvements of structural or fire safety systems or relocation of the Structures.

(Amended by Ord. No. 06-22)


