



THE JORDAN RIVER NATURAL AREAS FORUM

BI-MONTHLY DRAFT  MEETING MINUTES

Wednesday, May 4, 2005

County Recreation Complex, Taylorsville, 9:00-11:30
 http://www.governor.utah.gov/planning/jrnaf.htm. 
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MEMBERS ABSENT

Kennecott Nature Center of Murray

Envision Utah

Great Salt Lake Audubon

Midvale City

National Audubon Society

Rose Park Neighborhood Parkway

Salt Lake Soil Conservation District

Salt Lake Valley Mosquito Abatement District

Sandy City

US National Park Service Rivers, Trails & Conservation Assistance Program

Utah Reclamation Mitigation & Conservation Commission

Woods Cross City
GUESTS

SPIERS, Ken



BC&A / South Valley Sewer District
WHITE, Craig



South Valley Sewer District
McCULLOUGH, Paul

South Salt Lake Police Dept
ACTION ITEMS

· Mark Bedel is going to draft the letter to both entities to remind them of their commitment to participate in the Forum and the commitments under the easement (reviewed by the Forum and signed by Bruce Talbot)
Welcome/Introductions; (Bruce Talbot)

Bruce Talbot welcomed the Forum on behalf of the Forum.  
Approval of minutes from Mar 2, 2005; (Bruce Talbot)
Change Don to Dan p.4
Vaughan Lovejoy made the motion to approve the minutes as amended, Mark Bedel seconded.  The motion passed.

Presentation – South Valley Sewer Treatment Plant Proposal for Riverton:  (project applicant)

Craig White (Gen Mgr South Valley Sewer) introduced the proposal.  They have received a conditional use permit from Riverton City.  Ken Spiers made a presentation about project specifics.
· the District encompasses the southern third of SL County, serving 150,000 people.  Population is projected to triple within the current area.

· the system is gravity fed, and connects to a trunckline that runs along the JR carries the material to a facility at ~7500 so.

· the existing facility and trunkline is essentially at capacity.  (The current capacity is ~38mgd, and the projected demand is 100mgd)
· Riverton is anticipating reuse of the effluent for secondary irrigation
· the facility is not going to make a net impact on the waters of the JR

· the applicant considered the following in looking for a site:

· avoid wetlands

· avoid housing

· ~70acres

· found site in South Jordan, the City later expressed preference for housing

· original Riverton site was 57acres (Groves site)

· District has also purchased 46acres south of Groves

· letter of intent sent to State Parks to acquire an additional <10 acres along the JR corridor (for access)

· the closest resident is ~1/4mile away, and the closest point of the golf course is ~1/2mile

· the proposed facility footprint will be ~20acres, and will commit the remaining +80acres to openspace

· the District wants a large buffer to preclude residential encroachment

· the District is considering a conservation easement on those 80acres

· the District might be open to restoration work on the openspace

· the “Arrow” property is intended to be a trailhead (the existing trail is on the east side)
· the County is looking for a way to cross Bangerter, and would like to discuss it with the applicant

· the access road will have heavy use during construction (2yr)

· during operation, it is estimated that there will be approximately 2-3 trucks per day initially, and then 7-8 trucks at buildout

· digital renderings of the proposed architectural treatments will be sensitive to rural / agricultural design

· the applicant is conducting a wetland delineation study
· the applicant is in contact with the state/county to comply with or amend the 208 plan (contrary to media reports)

· no facilities (pipes, etc) will be abandoned with the implementation of a new facility

· concern was expressed about the existing wetland areas, and how they could be impacted by access roads and pipelines

Presentation – Salt Lake County’s 208 Program, Sewer Treatment application process, and flooding potential along the River:  (Steve Jensen, SLCo Flood Control) 

· the state has retained a consultant to test the JR waters
· the county is completing a water quality report (available from the Co)

· the flood potential is driven by weather patterns
· county started the “continuing planning” process

· county to take the lead in the 208 process

· the existing 208 plan states that the JR will have only three facilities

· the applicants have to clearly prove that the existing facility can’t accommodate build-out development

· if they can prove this, they can then propose another facility

· applicants don’t think they have to follow NEPA because no federal funds

· applicant will have to complete a study similar to an EA

· if the plant touches wetlands, it would trigger a 404 process

· the existing plant might be able to be converted to anaerobic…but that produces odor

· West Jordan and Midvale have already encouraged housing adjacent to the existing site

· the “blue ribbon commission” states that the existing facility could accommodate the build-out, but it also said that it recommended a new facility

· the land was previously zoned for residential
Break sponsored by Salt Lake County Parks & Rec

Parkway/River Safety Presentation and Discussion: (West Valley/South Salt Lake Police)
· Officer Novara (WVC) presented the 
· COP = community oriented policing

· goal is to have positive interaction with the public

· problems

· damage to environment

· transients

· lewd acts

· city held undercover operation netting 153 arrests

· public safety preference is for thinner vegetation
· comments were made that there is support for thinning the Russian Olive trees, but not clear-cutting everything

· one idea that was discussed was creating a park in the oxbow in conjunction with UP&L

Discussion – Habitat Damages in South Jordan – What Happened and What Now:  (Vaughn Lovejoy)
· South Jordan doing work locating a pipes, bulldozed restoration area
· the site’s restoration began seven years ago

· thousands of plants destroyed, hundreds of volunteer hours wasted

· URMCC holds the easement and has the potential to ask for restitution

· communication and the long term perspective was the missing element

· question:  how does the Forum respond to this situation?

· both entities are members of the Forum (URMCC & SJC)

· JRNAF could send letters to both entities to remind them of their commitment to participate in the Forum

· Mark Bedel is willing to help draft the letter (reviewed by the Forum and signed by Bruce Talbot)

Get Into the River: Celebrate the Jordan:   (Bruce Talbot)
· handouts were provided, and t-shirts were sold
Looking Ahead/Round Robin; (All Members)
· Craig Thaxton phase II proposals for Cultural Center being reviewed

· County looking at the “arrowhead” property trailhead design being conducted

· the 3900 So overpass is about to go out to bid

· Kent Player reported on a project to replace 60 trees that were destroyed by mice/voles
· Becky Hansen (Murray) planted 300 new trees this year

· Betsy Herman said that their NACA money was lost because the land purchase was turned-down ($750k) by the owner

· developer is sending solicitation letters to property owners, the Preservation Cte could send a counterpoint letter

· Mark A Jordan Valley Water is looking to drain a pipeline into the JR (north of Winchester)
· Recreation Cte is meeting Monday 9:00a at NRCS

· NRCS wants to talk to the Restoration Cte about potential use of biological measures to combat the tamarisk

· Springview Farms will be holding a function this summer to open 

· Vaughan Lovejoy announced that they have finished their spring planting (3500 hours)
· GOPB reminded members that LeRay McAllister pre-applications are due on May 11 ($3.3 million dollars available)
· GOPB reported that a purchase was closed on the West Jordan parcel north of 9000 So, (LeRay McAllister funds were used)
· GOPB announced a planning grant program ($150,000).  Advertisements for these funds will be forthcoming

· GOPB briefly described their conservation easement mapping project & critical lands planning toolkit
· applying to LRM to plan/map areas along the corridor

The next Forum meeting will be July 6, 2005, 9:00a at Salt Lake County facility in Taylorsville (MAYBE).
The next Steering Committee meeting will be June 1, 2005, 9:00a at Salt Lake County.
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