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DATE: July 5, 2005

TO: Mayors, County Commissioners, City and County Councilors,
Planning Commissioners, county and municipal staff members

FROM: John F. Bennett, Project Manager, Utah Quality Growth
Commission, 801-538-1027

RE:  FY 2006 Local Government Planning Assistance and Incentives 

Planning Assistance is now available:  FY 2006 local government planning
assistance and incentives are now available.  The Governors Office of Planning 
and Budget’s (GOPB) State and Local Planning Section, with support from the 
Utah Quality Growth Commission, has developed a suite of toolkits to support
local planning efforts in the areas of Critical Lands Planning, County Resource 

Management Planning or other important local planning needs. GOPB and the 
Quality Growth Commission are excited to provide these easily accessible 
planning tools, along with complimentary staff support and technical assistance, 
as well as financial aid, to Utah communities.

This letter is your notice that these tools, staff support, and funding are 

available. No Request for Proposals will be used in disseminating the planning 

funds.  The emphasis of this assistance is to package 1) staff support, 2) technical 
assistance & expertise, 3) on-line toolkits, and 4) small planning grants to assist 
communities with critical planning needs.  Applicants should contact GOPB and 
Commission staff to discuss the resources that are available and the local needs.
The community will then work closely with Planning Section staff to determine
their critical planning needs--with an emphasis on the County Resource 
Management Planning and Critical Lands Planning Toolkits (though this is not
the only possible use of these funds, other critical needs can be funded on a case 
by case basis).  Together, we’ll identify the appropriate and necessary level of 
funding and technical support to allow for a successful planning process.

Visit our website for more information:  Criteria for County Resource 
Management Planning and Critical Lands Planning funding are available online 
at www.planning.utah.gov. For more information about local planning assistance
or funding for critical lands planning projects contact any member of the 

Planning Section at 801-538-1027, or jbennett@utah.gov.  Counties or cities 
wishing to use the County Resource Management Planning Toolkit and the

funding associated with it, should contact Brian Cottam at 435-425-3670 or

blcottam@utah.gov.

Attached please find additional information about the toolkits that we have 
available.  Feel free to call me, or any other member of the Planning staff with 
questions or concerns.
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