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Quality Growth Commuities and Quality Growth Service Provider Certification
Application Form
Including Eligibility Requirements and Evaluation Criteria for Certification and Recognition
I.

Definitions

"Eligible entity" means a county, city, or town, special district, transit district or other service provider.

"Quality Growth Community" means a community (city, town or county) that has completed all the requirements for designation including completing plans for
· Economic Development
· Infrastructure
· Housing
· Conservation Ethic
“Quality Growth Service Provider” means a special district, transit district or other service provider that has completed all of the requirements for certification that apply to the service(s) they provide, and can demonstrate that they have cooperated with the communities, and other districts, that they serve, and with neighboring communities and districts, when making plans or constructing facilities.
"Provisional Certification" means temporary certification granted under the “Phase-In Period” to allow communities, or service providers, which have not yet completed all the requirements for certification, but which have a plan for completing the requirements within the Phase-In Period to be certified and to receive the benefits of certification.  Provisional Certification applies only to communities which apply during the phase-in period and have a plan to complete the requirements for certification by the end of the phase-in period.
“Phase-In Period” means a period of three years beginning with initial roll-out of the program when communities are eligible for provisional designation.  At the expiration of the phase-in period, communities, or service providers, must meet all of the requirements prior to designation. 
"Affordable housing" means housing occupied or reserved for occupancy by households with a gross household income equal to or less than 80% of the median gross income of the applicable municipal or county statistical area for households of the same size. Affordable Housing Plan refers to the Moderate Income Housing Plan required in state statute.
II.

Eligible Applicants
A city, town, county, special district, transit district or other service provider is eligible for certification 
III.

Certifications Available
There are two certifications available.  The “Quality Growth Community” certification is awarded to a municipality or county which completes all of the eligibility requirements (or in the case of provisional designation, has a plan to do so) of the Quality Growth Commission.  A “Quality Growth Service Provider,” is a designation made to a special district, transit district or other service provider which meets the specific requirements that apply to the services they provide (including the requirements to cooperate in planning and implementation with the communities they serve, and with neighboring communities affected by the plans).
IV.

Benefits of Certification
Certified communities and service providers will receive priority access to state, and state administered, funds, and will also be entitled to other specified benefits.  Priority may mean that the community would be given additional points, or moved to the head of the line, or it may mean that loan terms and other conditions may be more favorable for certified entities.
V.

Application Requirements

All applicants must submit a completed application cover sheet and supporting documentation, including the following 4 materials:

1. Complete application cover sheet

2. Letters and resolutions of support from Applicants Governing Body, Partners, and others
3. Project Narrative
4. Completion Time Line (needed only if this is an application for provisional designation)
VI.

Letters, or resolutions, of support.  Each community seeking certification as a Quality Growth Community must submit a letter or resolution from the City or County executive, and the city council, county council or county commission indicating their support for seeking this certification.  Special Districts and other service providers must submit a similar letter of support from their board or governing body expressing support for designation.



Where communities, or service providers, have entered into agreements with neighboring communities to aggregate resources in order to meet the requirements for certification, those agreements must also be attached, along with letters of support for the certification from the partners involved in these agreements.
VII.
Evaluation Criteria (Narrative)
The Commission has established the following priorities for the evaluation of applications 

(Not necessarily in order):

· Local support for the certification and compliance with the community’s general plan

· Applications with participation of multiple Partners
· Applications serving multiple purposes within a region or “greater community.”
· Applications that demonstrate the completion of the planning, consultation, and other requirements in all four areas.
Each application will be rated on one or more of the above priorities.

Please read the Quality Growth Communities Definition FOR FURTHER GUIDANCE ON THESE REQUIREMENTS.
 APPLICANTS MUST SUBMIT A NARRATIVE OF NO MORE THAN 10 PAGES ADDRESSING THE EVALUATION CRITERIA OF THE QUALITY GROWTH COMMISSION AS DESCRIBED BELOW (If you have Microsoft Word, you can download this document and fill it out electronically by entering text in the forms provided.  If not, please attach a narrative addressing all the relevant items.):

Criterion 1.  
Economic Development Plan
Has your community completed an Economic Development plan including all of the requirements contained in the“Quality Growth Communities Definition?”

	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO


Applicants should demonstrate that the required Economic Development plan is in place.  Please include a copy of the completed plan, and any related ordinances.  In the space below, please briefly describe your Economic Development Plan, and how it addresses all of the requirements contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition.”(you may attach a separate sheet instead if you wish)


Priority – Completion of planning requirements in all four areas.
	Text for Criterion 1
	     


Criterion 2. 
Affordable Housing Plan
Has your community adopted a Moderate Income Housing Plan as required by Law?  Does this plan address all of the requirements contained in the Quality Growth Communities Definition.
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO


Please include a copy of the adopted plan, and any related ordinances.  Briefly describe this plan, and how it addresses all of the requirements contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition.”
If not, include a copy of the completed plan amendments to bring the adopted plan into conformity with the requirements for certification.


Priorities 
- Projects serving multiple purposes.




- Completion of Planning Projects

	Text for Criterion 2
	     


Criterion 3.  
Infrastructure Plan
Has your community completed an infrastructure plan including all of the requirements contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition?”
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO


Please include a copy of the adopted plan and any related ordinances.  Briefly describe your plan, and how it meets the requirements contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition.”

Priorities
- Multiple purposes within a greater region
	Text for Criterion 3
	     


Criterion 4.  
Critical Land, Historic Resources Conservation Plan
Has your community completed a Critical Land and Historic Resources Conservation Plan including all of the requirements contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition?” 
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO


Please include a copy of the adopted plan, and any related ordinances.  Briefly describe your plan, and how it meets the criteria contained in the “Quality Growth Communities Definition.”


Priorities
- Multiple purposes within a greater region.




- Planning.
	Text for Criterion 4
	     


Has your community acquired any land identified in your critical lands inventory?
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
YES
	 FORMCHECKBOX 
NO


If yes, please describe.
	Description of Critical Lands Acquired
	     


VIII.
Application Deadline

The application deadline is 2004.  The subcommittee will review applications and make preliminary recommendations for designation. SUBSEQUENT REQUIREMENTS MAY BE IMPOSED FOR EACH APPLICANT AND MUST BE COMPLETED PRIOR TO CERTIFICATION.
IX.

Final Certification
Certification as a “Quality Growth Community” will be given to successful applicants that complete all of the requirements.  The Quality Growth Commission will make the final certification.
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