21st Century Communities Program
Many of Utah’s fastest growing communities are located outside the Wasatch Front-in rural Utah.  Small towns do not have the staff, the budget, nor the expertise to address their community planning concerns.  Planning assistance is required in developing general plans, affordable housing plans, subdivision ordinances, economic development strategies, and in updating zoning ordinances.  

The 21st Century Communities Program has demonstrated itself to be one of the most cost effective and far-reaching rural planning initiatives in the country.  It encourages rural leaders to look to the future and develop a game plan for community prosperity and success.  Consider these achievements to date:

· Over 20 communities have achieved the 21st Century Community designation.

· Over 100 communities and counties are now participating.

· Over 70 communities have completed affordable housing plans

· Development of a nationally acclaimed Community Assessment Tool has proven to be a valuable resource to quality community planning

· Regional Circuit Rider Planners, each dealing with anywhere from 12-25 communities, are providing local planning expertise to communities that could not otherwise afford the benefits of a planner

· Provides communities with the process, tools, resources, and support they need to develop their own personalized “road map” to becoming a 21st Century Community.

Circuit Riders (21st Century Communities)
A major component of the 21st Century Communities Program is access to certified professional planners, known as Circuit Riders.  For what it normally costs to develop a General Plan for a single community ($40,000), Circuit Rider Planners are now providing planning assistance to communities in an entire region.  

These efforts play a significant role in preparing rural Utah for unprecedented growth, creating new jobs, reducing unemployment, diversifying rural economies, and protecting their quality of life.  The 21st Century Communities program stands ready to assist rural leaders who accept the challenge of becoming 21st Century Communities. 

Unfortunately, in the last round of budget cuts, State support for this program was cut, meaning that currently, the Circuit Planners are in danger of being eliminated because there is no money to pay for them.  Staff of the Governor’s Office is searching for short-term grant money to fund this program until addition funding from the legislature can be made available.

Quality Growth Commission

The Utah Quality Growth Commission was created in response to the Quality Growth Act of 1999.  The commission consists of 13 board members who are appointed by the Governor.  Members represent homebuilders, farming industry, real estate, city, county and state government, and citizens at-large.  

The primary role of the Utah Quality Growth Commission includes: 

· Providing planning assistance and grants to local communities

· Preserving critical lands through the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund

· Advising the legislature and Governor on growth management issues

The Planning Section of Governors Office of Planning and Budget plays a strategic role realizing the goals of the Quality Growth Commission.  In addition, they are instrumental in promoting Utah’s Quality Growth Principles, which have been adopted by the Quality Growth Commission.  These principles, which drive quality growth and responsible development include:

· Local Responsibility

· State Leadership

· Economic Development

· Efficient Infrastructure Development

· Housing Opportunity

· Conservation Ethic

Quality Growth Communities

The Quality Growth Community program is the latest tool to be developed to promote responsible and intelligent growth throughout the State of Utah.  A Quality Growth Community creates a responsible balance between the protection of natural resources-land, air, and water and the requisite development of residential, commercial and industrial land to accommodate our expanding economy and population.  

Designation is voluntary and incentive based.  Communities who meet the established requirements have access to technical planning assistance and can receive priority state funding.  To be designated a Quality Growth Community, a community must plan for and address issues regarding:

· Economic Development

· Infrastructure

· Housing

· Conservation Ethic

The Quality Growth Commission is responsible for determining if a community has met the established requirements and making the final designation.  A Quality Growth Community recognizes the impact it has on neighboring communities and seeks to cooperate to solve common problems while protecting private property rights.  Addressing issues that currently threaten our quality of life today, will allow Utah communities to strategically plan for a more promising tomorrow.

LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund

A key component of Utah’s quality of life is the amount and quality of land within it.  The LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund is used to preserve, protect and restore open and agricultural lands.  

The Quality Growth Commission, which is comprised of a 13 member, Governor-appointed board, in collaboration with the planning section of the Governors Office of Planning and Budget and experts from a variety of industries, review each project to ensure that public funds are used for projects that truly provide public benefits.

To date, the LeRay McAllister Critical Land Conservation Fund has accomplished the following: 

· Preserved and/or restored 33,500 acres

· Funded 31 projects in 13 counties

· Leveraged roughly 9 million spent from the Fund with $43.37 million of private, local, federal and other state funds (a 1/5 ratio)

· Ensured that every project serves a compelling public interest and has local government support

Smart Sites

The Smart Site initiative is aimed at providing technology-based employment in rural areas throughout Utah. Smart Sites allow companies located anywhere in the world to outsource and employ trained rural workers to perform computer, telecommunications or data entry services for remote clients. Examples of services include help desk support, website design, computer programming, data entry, database development and software testing

Milestones: 

July 1, 2003, Utah united with conservationists to preserve southern Utah's Castleton Tower. This well-known and endangered outdoor recreation spot was prime for development, but the state helped preserve the land and public access to the nationally-recognized climbing destination with an $85,200 grant. Governor Leavitt remarked, 

"Partnerships like these are key to preserving Utah's quality of life." 

May 4, 2003, Utah Smart Sites received the 2003 Innovation and Excellence in Economic Development Award from the U.S. Department of Commerce. The award recognizes Utah Smart Site’s commitment to sound, research-based, market-driven economic development in helping grow the local economy. The Utah Smart Site Program has not only expanded current companies in the state, it has also attracted several new businesses; altogether 618 new jobs have been created, with an additional 580 jobs just announced.

