
Lead and/or assist partners with implementation of on-the-ground restoration projects.
• Supported USDA Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) Wildlife Habitat Incentives Program 

(WHIP) funding for projects on the Jordan River
• Administered fi ve WHIP Grants $180,000 - 170 acres
• U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service invasive plant species removal project - 25 acres
• Assisted US Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) plans for ecosystem restoration
• The following restoration projects were implemented by JRNAF members:

- Murray City’s Kennecott Nature Center
- Tree Utah planted 4,000 native seedlings at SJC site
- Murray tree planting east of Nature Center - 600 trees 
- Tree Utah tree planting at Eagle Nest in North Salt Lake 
- Draper City / Salt Lake County’s tree planting at 12300 South (built trailhead)
- Murray - wetland mitigation at IHC property on Bullion Street

• JRNAF’s Restoration Subcommittee also provided consultation on the following restoration-related 
projects:  West Valley City’s Arts and Cultural Heritage Center, Springview Farms Development, 
Taylorville’s Mill Race Park

• Participated in Utah State University – Corner Canyon study

Improve communications with and collaborate with non-JRNAF members (locally, statewide, nationally) working on 

restoration efforts by 2004.
• JRNAF submitted letters regarding the proposed SLC sports complex and the DEQ / Kennecott 

remediation proposal
• Collaborated on Salt Lake City open space and recreation center bonds
• JRNAF coordinated agencies involved with the Springview Farms Development in Bluffdale; supported 

cluster development ordinance; assured preservation of “Arrow” property
• Shared/sent information to all JRNAF members, interested parties

Encourage nine golf courses to incorporate wetlands and native vegetation, which supports native wildlife, in 

management of their properties. 
• Funding was obtained from the GOBP, Parkway Foundation, Envision Utah, Utah Golf Association, and 

the Mitigation Commission to develop a plan for wildlife enhancements at Riverbend Golf Course. The 
plan was shared with Jordan and Provo River courses through a Conference.  Study completed and 
presented

Develop and distribute materials that educate neighbors about the value of backyard habitat for wildlife, the destructive 

impact of domestic pets (e.g., cats on birds), and wildlife-friendly landscaping ideas by 2004.
• Salt Lake County land owners guide to Big Cottonwood Creek by The Friends of Big Cottonwood Creek 

and Salt Lake County Public Works Engineering, April 2003
• NRCS Backyard Conservation brochures, tip sheets, lesson plans, press information phone numbers 

and website (http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/feature/backyard/)

Establish at least three new locations as major public environmental education interpretive sites along the river and help 

coordinate development of consistent educational materials.
• Riverton City is  planning for nature center 
• Nature Centers study begun

Increase awareness of and compliance with the Division of Forestry, Fire and State Land’s trust responsibilities, the 

Division of Parks and Recreation authority for management of the Jordan River corridor, and the Division of Wildlife 

Resources responsibilities.
• Salt Lake City trails / corridor survey conducted

Inform communities of the need to trap and dispose of feral species and management of wildlife.
• Information from the American Bird Association’s “Cats Indoors” program was obtained

Raise awareness of local government and civic groups of the natural values of the Jordan River and encourage actions to 

protect the corridor. 
• Received Last Chance Landscape Award from Scenic America

Make 16 presentations to City and County Planning Commissions and City Councils that have jurisdiction over lands in 

the Conservation Corridor by December 2004.
• Presentations were made to the following entities asking to sign the JRNAF Memorandum of 

Understanding: Bluffdale City, Draper City, Midvale City, South Salt Lake City, Sandy City, South Jordan 
City, Taylorsville City, West Jordan City, Woods Cross City, the Governor, Foundation for the Provo-
Jordan River Parkway, Salt Lake County Council of Governments, and the Utah County Council of 
Governments.   Presentations given to Utah County, West Valley City, and SL COG 

• Presentations were made to Bluffdale City Council and Planning Commission on the use of transfer of 
development rights (TDR) ordinances to protect wetlands  

Encourage City and County Planning Commissions and City Councils to adopt specifi c policies that support the 

Conservation Corridor.
• Participated on Riverton/Draper open space plan

Make City and County Planning Commissions and City Council aware of the authority that the Division of Parks and 

Recreation and the Division of Forestry, Fire & State Lands has over the Jordan River Corridor.
• Completed “Guide to Permitting” 

Establish a central repository for information collected regarding the river.
• Day Riverside Branch library is now a repository

Develop a website to provide baseline information.

• Web site work begun (launch date expected for March 04)

Develop list of fl ora and fauna species to be part of restoration manual by July 2004.
• List of birds published 
• Division of Wildlife Resources/State Parks wildlife study at Jordan River State Park 
• Tree Utah: plants and birds of Jordan River

Develop a Jordan River Education Program for classrooms.
• Jordan River education program exists and available at Great Salt Lake Audubon 
• Governor’s Watershed Initiative launched

Establish a Jordan River Natural Conservation Corridor consisting of properties identifi ed in the Report as 

reserved, nature parks, and open.
• Added entire river corridor from Utah Lake to Great Salt Lake to JRNAF Strategic Plan

 

Increase lands in “reserved” category to 1,500 acres total (12% of total pre-settlement wetland and upland habitat).
• 12 acres acquired by Great Salt Lake Audubon (GSLA) in Salt Lake City
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Sponsor one big annual event.
• Get into the River, Celebrate the Jordan - May 10, 2003 event a success, which included a 5 K fun run/ 

walk, t-shirts, displays, tours, food and prizes. Over 200 members from the local community enjoyed 
a day of activity and fun at Germania Park in Murray. Local sponsors included: IHI Environmental, Salt 
Lake County Parks and Recreation, Foundation for the Provo-Jordan River Parkway, Salt Lake County 
Fish & Game Association, Murray Parks & Recreation, Einstein Brothers, 3M Health Information Systems, 
Decision Innovations, Inc., Walmart and Utah Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  

Sponsor other smaller events.
• Great Salt Lake Audubon canoe festival on Pioneer Day (BSA)

Participate with and support other organizations events. 
• Trail completions/connections
• Department of Environmental Quality cardiac promotion of trails for good health
• Utah Department of Transportation/State Parks funded trail enhancements
• Participated in KRCL “Day in the Park”

Ensure that the Forum serves as a clearinghouse for information about development proposals that may affect the 

conservation corridor.
• Shared information to all JRNAF members, interested parties

Develop a relationship with the State Division of Water Rights (stream alteration permits), Division of Water Resources, 

Utah Department of Transportation, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (wetland permits), utility companies and Utah 

Division of Parks and Recreation River Enhancement Grant Program to receive timely information about proposed river 

developments.
• State Resource Development Coordinating Committee  form requires notice to JRNAF

Sponsor a river keeper, as an on-the-ground presence, who keeps abreast of river corridor developments.
• Great Salt Lake Audubon - USU water monitoring program

Create a JRNAF development strategy by the end of 2003.
• Shared information to all JRNAF members, interested parties

Establish system for coordination of the perpetual management of reserved lands in the Natural Conservation Corridor.
• This recommendation has been implemented. The Jordan River Natural Areas Forum was formed in 

February 2001. Between February 2001 and December 2002, the Forum drafted language for, approved, 
and signed a Memorandum of Understanding, drafted By-laws, and worked through a steering 
committee and several subcommittees to implement the Report’s recommendations. In September 2002, 
the Forum held a planning retreat to review their progress to date and formulate a strategic plan to guide 
them for the next fi ve years

• JRNAF has continued to meet regularly, increased frequency of meetings
• Membership in JRNAF has increased

Develop an “Adoption” program for reserve areas. (Research and possibly use USU’s adopt a stream program.)
• Adopt River section program Division of Wildlife Resources and Salt Lake County Fish & Game 

Association

JRNAF
Jordan River Natural Areas Forum

2003 Annual Report2003 Annual Report

Progress Along the River

For more information on JRNAF, please see:

planning.utah.gov
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