The LeRay McAllister Critical Lands Conservation Fund is the primary tool of the Utah Quality Growth Commission to address its Quality Growth Principal of the Conservation Ethic. That is, that the public sector, private sector and the individual should cooperate to protect and conserve water, air, critical lands, important agricultural lands, and historical resources.

“Critical Lands” are defined as any land within a community’s jurisdiction possessing traits deemed necessary protect or enhance the quality of life.  In particular, the LeRay McAllister Fund is used to conserve open or agricultural land.  
 “Open Land” is defined as land that is preserved in or restored to a predominantly natural, open, and undeveloped condition; and used for:
· Wildlife habitat

· Cultural or recreational use

· Watershed protection

· Another use consistent with the preservation of the land in or restoration of the land to a predominantly natural, open, and undeveloped condition.

“Open Land” does not include land whose predominant use is as a developed facility for active recreational activities, including baseball, tennis, soccer, golf, or other sporting or similar activities.
The condition of land does not change from a natural, open, and undeveloped state because of the development or presence on the land of facilities, including trails, waterways, and grassy areas, etc. that:

· Enhance the natural, scenic, or aesthetic qualities of the land; or

· Facilitate the public’s access to or use of the land for the enjoyment of its natural, scenic, or aesthetic qualities and for compatible recreational activities.

“Agricultural Land” means land devoted to the raising of useful plants and animals with a reasonable expectation of profit, including:

· Forages and sod crops

· Grains and feed crops

· Livestock

· Trees and fruits

· Vegetables, nursery, floral, and ornamental stock

· Land devoted to and meeting the requirements and qualifications for payments or other compensation under a crop-land retirement program with an agency of the state or federal government.

LeRay McAllister Fund grants may also be used to preserve and restore culturally and historically significant land.  Several grants have already been extended to historical farms, ranches, and ghost towns in Utah.  Funds, however, may not be used to purchase or restore structures, only obtain conservation easements.
