MIPCOM, the Municipal Infrastructure Planning and Cost Model, is an application designed under the direction of the Quality Growth Efficiency Tools Technical Committee to assist Utah communities in evaluating and planning for the installation and maintenance of municipal infrastructure such as roads, curbs and sidewalks, water and sewer lines, and other basic utilities and services.  Initially developed to estimate growth costs for the QGET Quality Growth Baseline Scenario for the Greater Wasatch Area, it has been adapted to a single-community scale and made available to communities throughout Utah to assist in the evaluation and development of efficient infrastructure planning.
Using this model, multiple scenarios of community growth may be considered to give local officials and professionals a concept of infrastructure costs over time and through different development styles.  MIPCOM is a simple spreadsheet that requires only basic geographic data that can be obtained with a map and ruler and demographic data from the 2000 Census that is available through GOPB’s [link]Demographic and Economic Analysis[/link] section.  The model then requires some detailed information regarding the community’s existing infrastructure that should be available through the local engineering, planning, or public works office, or service providers.  The results of the spreadsheet’s calculations can then be used by community planners, elected officials, and concerned citizens to evaluate the costs and benefits of current and proposed developments and growth patterns.

This model was developed by the State in recognition of the part state funds play in municipal infrastructure management.  The State is dedicated to the efficient use of funds and resources and encourages communities to use the funds made available to them in the same manner.  MIPCOM demonstrates that development styles can influence infrastructure costs.  By using the model to evaluate different development scenarios, communities can more fully understand if they are assessing appropriate utility rates, property taxes, and impact fees.  GOPB is distributing MIPCOM via the office web page as well as by e-mail and through educational gatherings to state, county, and community officials and planners around the State of Utah  To date, over 200 copies have been distributed locally with requests coming in from around the country.  Free, detailed training is offered to any Utah community that requests it.

Feedback from users is being collected in order to refine the application’s functions and performance.  Program development has led to the release of iMPACS, or Integrated Model for Planning and Cost Scenarios.  iMPACS, using the original mathematical components of MIPCOM, combines a streamlined interface with increased data output including indoor an outdoor water use, infrastructure costs (based on road miles) including pavement, curb, gutter, and sidewalk, sewer and water pipes, storm water systems, water storage, and required water rights.
iMPACS will be available to the public in the Spring of 2004.

Click [link]here[/link] for more information on iMPACS.
