The Governor’s Office of Planning and Budget and Quality Growth Communities program will soon offer a spreadsheet model called iMPACS (Integrated Model for Planning and Cost Scenarios).  The model will enable local governments to measure future infrastructure costs and water use of specific developments, communities, or entire regions.
iMPACS clearly illustrates that a more efficient land use development pattern and consuming less total land for development requires fewer road and pipe miles; which equates to reduced costs for infrastructure and maintenance.  This creates savings for homeowners, businesses, and taxpayers alike.  Less land consumed also requires less irrigation water to keep landscaping green. While iMPACS focuses on the fiscal benefits of a more efficient growth pattern, it cannot put a price tag on undeveloped wetlands, agricultural lands, and watershed protection areas that could be preserved.

Developed by Envision Utah, PSOMAS Engineering, and the Governor's Office of Planning and Budget QGET (Quality Growth Efficiency Tools) Committee — iMPACS builds upon earlier growth models developed to measure outcomes of Envision Utah's first regional visioning workshops: specifically MIPCOM (the Municipal Infrastructure Planning and Cost Model), previously distributed by GOPB.  Once available, the new more user-friendly model will be available through GOPB's Quality Growth Communities Website and training will be offered to interested communities.  iMPACS is designed for use by community planners, engineers, landscape architects, and even planning commissioners and council members.  

The model will allow general plan or subdivision scenarios to be entered with minimal time invested - but with a powerful return of data, including indoor and irrigation water use, infrastructure costs (based on road miles) including pavement, curb, gutter, and sidewalk, sewer and water pipes, storm water systems, water storage and required water rights. 

iMPACS is structured for Utah's climate zones, such that outdoor water use will vary as summer temperatures vary from northern to southern Utah, or from high to low elevations.  Future modules may be created to explore operation costs, garbage collection, emergency services, retail sales tax projections (relative to shoppers), jobs-to-housing balance, and other growth related information.
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