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Utah’s Rate of Growth

Population Growth in the Rocky Mountain Region

The most recent Census found that the Nation has experienced a 13.2% 
growth rate over the past decade.  However, growth is a particular 
challenge for the entire Rocky Mountain region - with most of those 
states encountering growth 2-3 times the rate of the Nation.

Utah, the State of Quality Growth 

Selected Indicators - Population Growth 

Utah ranked as the 4th fastest-growing state in the Country over the last 
decade.  Current projections don’t show slowing.  
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Projected Population Growth:  2030

Utah, the State of Quality Growth 

Selected Indicators - Population Growth 
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Recent Population Growth by County 2001-2002

Utah’s counties experienced 
varied growth rates in 2002.  
The most rapid growth in Utah 
occurred in counties within 
or adjacent to the northern 
metropolitan region, and in 
the southwestern portion of 
the State.  The counties that 
are estimated to have grown 
faster than the State rate 
(1.9%) over the past year 
include;  Wasatch County, 
with the highest growth rate of 
5.6%, followed by Washington 
(5.3%), Tooele (4.0%), Rich 
(3.4%), Utah (3.2%), Summit 
(3.1%), Cache (2.2%), and 
Davis (2.2%).

Increase of Less than 1.3%

Decrease

Increase of Less than 1.3%

Decrease

Source: Utah Population Estimates Committee

Source: Utah Governor’s Offi ce of Planning and Budget

The Greater Wasatch Area will average approximately 42,300 new 
residents a year between now and 2030. This is an annual population 
growth of roughly the current size of Logan. These new residents will 
require government services and infrastructure. They will also increase 
the levels of congestion and place tremendous pressures on open 

space, farmlands, and air quality.
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Utah, the State of Quality Growth 

Selected Indicators - Population Growth 

The Greater Wasatch Area includes 10 counties, about 100 cities and 
160 special service districts. These multiple jurisdictions, along with state 
government and the Utah Transit Authority, share responsibility for providing 
infrastructure and services to two million people. The steady and rapid 
population growth within the region places increasing demands on these 
entities.

The Quality Growth Effi ciency Tools (QGET) 2003 Baseline Growth Scenario 
for the Greater Wasatch provides a projection to the year 2030 based on 
current trends and policies. The 2003 Baseline is a revision of the 1997 
QGET Baseline.  Some of the fi ndings of the latest analysis include:

…a consistent growth in population…
• The Greater Wasatch is projected to increase from 1.9 million people 

in 2000 (a population slightly larger than the Sacramento metro area) 
to 3.1 million by 2030 (a population slightly smaller than the current 
Phoenix metro area).

…service providers need to coordinate their efforts…
• Water is not a constraint to growth in the Greater 

Wasatch as long as residents are willing to pay for 
additional water development and water providers are 
willing to work together to deliver adequate supplies.

…housing will become increasingly less affordable …
• Almost 600,000 new housing units will be constructed, 

an average of almost 20,000 per year. Over the 
next three decades, housing prices should increase 
somewhat more than the historical long-term trend due 
to the growing scarcity of developable land.

…land consumption rate slows…
• The current urban area occupies an estimated 389 

miles in 2020 and 697 square miles in 2030. Agricultural and other 
land uses will be converted to resident use as the demand for new 
housing continues to increase … more transit-oriented development, 
and aggressive conservation of critical lands, are expected to slow the 
pace of land consumption by a decade.

Greater Wasatch Area 

Developed Land, 2030

              - QGET, 2003

QGET Growth Scenario - 2003




