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Quality Growth Act
• Defi ne “Quality Growth Areas”
• Identify incentives that could be provided

Quality Growth Communities Program
• Vision
• Defi nition
• Certifi cation Requirements

State Agency Partners
• Department of Environmental Quality
• Department of Natural Resources
• Department of Community and Economic Development
• Department of Transportation
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Quality Growth Communities

Program Overview

Purpose
The Quality Growth Act of 1999 created the Quality Growth Commission 
and charged the commission with several important tasks.  These include:

• Assisting local governments with land use planning
• Conserving critical lands through administering the LeRay McAllister 

Critical Land Conservation Fund.
• Advising the Governor and the legislature on growth management 

issues.

They were also asked to defi ne Quality Growth Areas, and identify 
incentives that could be provided to communities which establish such 
areas.  After much debate, the Commission chose to refer to Quality 
Growth Areas as Quality Growth Communities, and create a program for 
recognizing and rewarding communities which are so certifi ed.  This is the 
genesis of the Quality Growth Communities Initiative.

The purpose of this initiative is to bring state funding for infrastructure 
improvements into alignment with the Quality Growth Principles that were 
adopted by the Quality Growth Commission:

• To provide priority funding for communities that choose to be 
certifi ed.

• To provide recognition to communities that plan for the future.
• To help local governments to do what they do better.
• To direct state infrastructure funds to designees.
• To encourage local governments to deliver services effi ciently.

Vision
A Quality Growth Community creates a responsible balance between 
the protection of natural resources - land, air, and water - and the 
requisite development of residential, commercial, and industrial land to 
accommodate our expanding economy and population.
It integrates multiple housing choices with commercial areas and 
preservation of critical land. Quality Growth Communities also use 
infrastructure, natural resources, and public resources effi ciently. A 
Quality Growth Community recognizes the impact it has on neighboring 
communities and seeks to cooperate to solve common problems while 
protecting private property rights.

Certifi cation and Requirements
Quality Growth Communities get recognition and priority for State funding.

• Certifi cation is voluntary, incentive based, and technically 
assisted.

• A community that does not meet these requirements will not be 
certifi ed.

• Not every requirement applies to every community.

Quality Growth Communities Program

“The sense I get in 

Utah is it has to be 

built from the ground 

up.  It has to be built 

from the people. The 

Governor and the 

Legislature are trying 

to set up a framework, 

not to force anyone 

to do anything but to 

make it voluntary.”
- John Fregonese

10/18/98
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Quality Growth Communities

Program Overview

For purposes of certifi cation, a community is a political subdivision, 
but multiple communities may cooperate to meet the requirements for 
certifi cation on a regional basis.

To be certifi ed, a community must enact plans and ordinances in the areas 
of:

• Economic Development
• Infrastructure
• Housing
• Conservation Ethic

Communities will apply to the Quality Growth Commission for certifi cation 
when they feel that they have met the requirements for certifi cation.  
Applications will be reviewed by a subcommittee of the Quality Growth 
Commission which will recommend certifi cation for those communities 
meeting the requirements, and certifi cation will be made by the 
Commission. 

Benefi ts
Certifi ed communities will receive priority access to state funds for 
infrastructure.  Currently, there are four state agencies who are partners in 
this effort.  The agencies and the proposed incentives appear below.

• Department of Environmental Quality
o Division of Water Quality
o Division of Drinking Water

� Proposed Benefi t is preferential terms for water loans.
• Department of Natural Resources

o Division of Water Resources
� Proposed Benefi t is preferential terms for water loans.

• Department of Community and Economic Development
� Proposed Benefi t is priority access to CDBG and CIB 

funds
• Department of Transportation

� Proposed Benefi t is priority access to Enhancement 
and Safe Sidewalk Funds

Additional benefi ts are being developed working with these and other state 
agencies.  It is our intention that the “Book of Benefi ts”, will expand as 
more state monies are included in the program.

Implementation
The requirements for certifi cation, and the benefi ts to be received by 
designees, are being fi nalized now.  We anticipate implementation of the 
initiative by October 2003, with the fi rst communities being certifi ed in early 
2004.

“A Community’s 

planning decisions 

make the most impact 

on potential transit 

ridership … A coherent 

approach to economic 

development, housing, 

and infrastructure 

- safeguarded by an 

ethic of conservation, 

is a fundamental effort 

in establishing an 

environment that is 

transit-supportive.”
- John Inglish, General 

Manager, UTA

Letter of Support, 

September 2003




