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1999-2003 Benchmarks

• Total funds appropriated:  $606,375
• Total funds leveraged:    $1,407,325
• Matching ratio: $1 (State) : $3 (Local)
• Projects funded:      45
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Planning grants have been awarded to 
communities that have demonstrated a desire to 
preserve their quality of life and plan for the future.  
As a result, the projects have varied in scope.  
Although there is no one right way to achieve the 
goals established by a community, a majority of 
the funds appropriated have been used to develop 
General Land Use Plans.   Other projects included 
downtown revitalization plans, performance 
zoning plans, water conservation plans, open 
space conservation plans, and transit-oriented 
development plans.   

Community Planning Grants

Program Overview

Planning Grant Program Overview
The State of Utah encourages communities to plan for future growth 
needs, and to minimize spending of public infrastructure and services.  
Planning grants are offered to communities committed to exploring the 
effi cient use of land, and the effi cient expansion of infrastructure and 
public services.  Where communities share boundaries, cooperative 
planning between jurisdictions is encouraged to avoid land development 
decisions based on competition and haste. 

A Guide to Quality Growth
To facilitate responsible growth and increase the 
return on investment, communities are required to 
use the following principles as a guide to planning:  

• Local Responsibility
• State Leadership
• Economic Development
• Effi cient Infrastructure Development
• Housing Opportunity
• Conservation Ethic

State planning grants are reviewed by a 
commission of Governor-appointed individuals 
from private and public sectors, who rate planning 
grant applications based on multiple criteria. 

Community Action Plans

  Planning Grant Summary

1999
Applicants 23

Awards 21

Amount Awarded $188,000

Total Match $297,610

Funding Ratio = <$2 (State) : $3 (Local)

2000
Applicants 44

Awards 12

Amount Awarded $191,875

Total Match $625,981

Funding Ratio = >$1 (State) : $3 (Local)

2001
Applicants 31

Awards 12

Amount Awarded $226,500

Total Match $483,734

Funding Ratio = >$1 (State) : $3 (Local)

Totals
Applicants 98

Awards 45

Amount Awarded $606,375

Total Match $1,407,325

Funding Ratio = >$1 (State) : $3 (Local)
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Community Planning Grants

Plan Implementation

From 1999 thru 2001, the Quality Growth Commission has 
awarded 45 planning grants totaling over $600,000 to communities 
throughout the State of Utah in an effort to promote responsible and 
intelligent growth throughout the State of Utah.  Communities receiving 
these grants have enthusiastically provided matching funds in excess of 
$1,407,325.  

With a 1:3 matching ratio, Utah communities are now better prepared to 
not only meet their current needs but have plans and programs in place 
that will assist them in meeting the changing demands of growth in a 
more cost effective manner.  This saves Utah and taxpayers money now 
and in the long-term. Unfortunately, due to a depressed economy and 
budget cuts, planning grant funds were eliminated in 2002.

Program Implementation

Planning Grant Profi le — South Salt Lake City
South Salt Lake City leveraged a Quality Growth Commission planning 
grant in the amount of $30,000 with matching funds of $73,000 to design 
a specifi c plan and recommendation to guide transit oriented development 
for the surrounding TRAX Light Rail Station (Central Pointe Station) 
located at 2100 South.  Total project cost: $103,000.

“Planners are using 

the zoning and design 

guidelines to educate 

and assist developers 

in projects… We have 

used the plan to obtain 

additional Federal funds 

($225,000 in water/sewer 

related infrastructure 

improvements) to spur 

redevelopment. The plan 

is handed out regularly to 

developers and property 

owners in the subject 

area.”  

Nathan Cox

Programs Administrator

City of South Salt Lake

Planning Grant Profi le — Cache County
In 2001, Cache County received the funding necessary to create a county 
wide agricultural land preservation program.  A planning grant in the 
amount of $12,000 was matched with $34,000 of additional funds.  Total 
project cost: $46,000.

These funds were critical in funding the activities of the Cache County 
Agricultural Advisory Board and the ongoing development of agricultural 
preservation programs in Cache County.  

“This plan has helped 

local decision makers 

guide urban development 

away from important 

agricultural lands 

and open spaces to 

areas where services 

are already available.  

The Cache County 

Agricultural Advisory 

Board has developed 

the Land Evaluation 

Site Assessment (LESA).  

QGC funds also funded 

the exploration of various 

agricultural preservation 

tools.”
Cindy Hall

Bear River Association of 

Governments
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Grant Recipients

1999
Alpine/Highland-Open Space Study
Brigham City/Perry-EU/Calthorpe Design Workshop
Cache County/Logan –Quality Growth Principles Survey
Centerville-EU/Calthorpe Design Workshop
Garfi eld County-Quality Growth Survey and Open House
Layton-Create visual and conduct workshops
Provo-EU/Calthorpe Design Workshop
Salt Lake City-Calthorpe to design block
Sandy/Midvale-EU Calthorpe Design Workshop
South Salt Lake-Transit Oriented Development
Springdale-Quality Growth Survey and Open House
Tooele-Regional Quality Growth Planning Policies
West Jordan-West Jordan Quality Planning
West Valley-Calthorpe Design Workshop/Jordan River Revitalization
Davis County-Quality Growth Survey and Open House
Richmond-Master Plan for Quality Growth Demonstration Area
Cedar Hills-Master Plan for Quality Growth Demonstration Area
Bluffdale-Master Plan for Quality Growth Demonstration Area
Salt Lake City-Design of West Temple Gateway Area
Nephi-Implementing Principles via economic modeling and incentives
Kanab-General Plan Update
Sanpete County- Implementing Principles via economic modeling and incentives

2000
Castle Valley-Castle Valley Planning Study
Salina-General Plan
Draper-Open Space Conservation Plan
South Salt Lake-Millcreek TRAX Station Implementation Plan
Davis County-Regional Open Lands Plan
Farmington-Conservation Development Ordinance and Downtown Infi ll Ordiance
Laverkin-Laverkin Twist Master Plan
Logan-Vision Plan for Downtown Redevelopment
West Haven-General Plan and Community Center Master Plan
Moab-Grand County Multi-Agency Planning Projects
Ogden-Urban Design Plan
Spanish Fork-Nebo Vision and Regional Wastewater Treatment Feasibility Study

2001
Cache County-Agricultural Heritage Initiative
Davis County-Regional Open Space Plan (Phase 2)
Hurricane-Zoning Ordinance Update
Lindon-Timpanogos Community Vision
North Logan/Cache County-Transfer of  Development Rights Ordinance
Salt Lake City-Performance Zoning Ordinance
Salt Lake County-Bonneville Shoreline Trail Plan
South Salt Lake-Central Pointe Transit Development Plan
Springdale-General Plan Update
St. George-Water Conservancy Plan
Syracuse-Town Center Plan
Washington Terrace-Weber River Corridor Plan

Planning Projects Funded 

“This is a major 

state policy 

statement that we 

are not going to 

engage in urban 

sprawl anymore.” 
Rep. Kevin Garn

1/26/99




